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Dear Mr. Mauro:

I am writing in response to your April 21, 2008 letter to Director David Chanda regarding
fish/lobster traps on New Jersey’s Artificial Reef Network. Recently, I was informed by
Commissioner Jackson that the Department of Environmental Protection would support all
proposed legislation that restricts fishing on reefs to hook-and-line and spear only.

In your letter, you questioned the Division of Fish and Wildlife for allowing unattended fishing
gear on reefs because federal monies (Wallop-Breaux) are utilized to fund the Reef Program.
When reef construction efforts began during the early 1980s through the early 1990s,
trapping/potting effort on New Jersey’s Reef Network was minimal. As New Jersey’s reefs grew
in size and volume, reefs quickly became popular fishing grounds (late 1990s and 2000) for
commercial fishers to set unattended gear to catch fish and lobsters. In response to numerous
complaints from recreational anglers and sport divers, a study was performed in 2005 to assess
this potting effort.

In the study, eight reef sites contained within the 15 site reef network were chosen to assess
potting effort based on geospatial location and volume of reef material. Of the eight reef sites
surveyed, findings indicated that the Axel Carlson, Sea Girt, Shark River and Sandy Hook Reefs
exhibited the highest level of pot fishing effort.

Although commercial fishing on reefs is not a violation of Federal Aid to Sportfish Restoration
regulations, Federal regulations (Part 80-Administrative Requirements, Federal Aid in Fish and
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Acts — 50 CFR 80.14) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
policy (Allowable Commercial Activities and Related Facilities on Federal Assistance Lands 522
FW 22) are explicit that such use cannot interfere with the purposes for which the lands are
managed. In New Jersey’s case, reefs were constructed for recreational anglers and sport divers.
The Artificial Reef Management Plan for New Jersey adopted as policy in 2005, states that the
objectives of the Reef Program are:
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